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Expansion of Oil Palm Plantation Leading Destruction of Tropical Forests:
A Case Study on Land-Use Changes in Sabah, Malaysia:
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Abstractd Agricultural land use has expanded worldwide, becoming a driving factor of forest degradation and de-
struction. It should be clarifed the way in which such destructive land use practices are proceeded. In the present re-
port, this author deals with the development of oil palm plantation in Sabah, Malaysia, as a case study. It is found
that, based on forest use systems originated in the colonial period, both the federal and Sabah state governments have
changed land related institutions setting a stage for multinational capitals being able to invest oil palm plantation de-
velopment. While palm oil has become the leading item of the state economy, environmentally vulnerable communi-
ties including local people and wildlife are jeopardized. Now is the time to make a levelheaded judgment on pros and
cons of such rapid land use changes.
[Key Words] Land Use Change, Forest Destruction, Oil Palm Plantation, Palm Qil, Sabath] Malaysiall
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liquidator or OFcial Receiver.
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0 0 —State land means all lands which have not been

and may not hereafter be reserved for any public
purpose, or which have not been and may not
hereafter be leased or granted to or are not and
may not hereafter be lawfully occupied by any
person, and includes all lands which, at the com-
mencement of this Ordinance, may have become
or which hereafter may become forfeited by rea-
son of any breach of the conditions on which the
same have been lawfully occupied, or which have
been or may hereafter be surrendered to the Gov-
ernment by the lawful owner thereof(]
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