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On Front and Before — The Meaning Extension

from Spatial to Temporal Expressions
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Abstract [ Humans use the body as a reference point to specify space. Most sensory organs are on the ventral side
of the body, and the space in front of humans is what they perceive and interact with. Therefore, the concept of front
has a special meaning for them. The concept is used to locate objects in space and also to conceptualize time in the use
of the words, in front of and before. However, while in front of is used only in spatial expressions, before is mainly
used in temporal expressions. This study examines, through the usage of the words, how humans project front to
objects in space, and it gives a reason why the use of in front of is limited to spatial expressions.

[Keywords] language, cognition, space, time, orientation
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