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Environmental Review under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act:

How has It Enhanced the Effectiveness of NEPA and the EIS?

gooog

OIKAWA Hiroki

[F—7—FK]

Abstract : Under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act of 1970, the Administrator of EPA (Environmental Protection
Agency) shall review and comment in writing on the environmental impact of any matter contained in any legislation,
action, or regulation proposed by any Federal department or agency, and, in the event he or she determines that any
such legislation, action, or regulation is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of public health or welfare or
environmental quality, he or she shall publish his or her determination and the matter shall be referred to CEQ
(Council on Environmental Quality). This is the so-called environmental review, which is to back up the
implementation of NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) and the EIS (environmental impact statement). This
small paper attempts to clarify how environmental review has enhanced the full effectiveness of NEPA and the EIS.
[Keywords] EIS, Implementation, Environmental Review, NEPA, CAA, CEQ, EPA
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