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A Benefit of Pronunciation Training:
How Orally Practicing Unfamiliar Phonemes Can Positively Affect Aural

Identification of These Phonemes
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Abstract O In terms of World Englishes, Japanese-like English may stand as one valid variety of English. When
considering English, on the other hand, which can be used as a tool for international communication, the various
Englishes found around the world should have a lot in common. Among the necessary similarities is pronunciation
of English words: sound systems are different in different languages, and non-native speakers of English speak
with a lot of transfer from their mother tongues, which may cause fatal breakdown in communications. In this
paper I make an attempt to show the steps in identifying phonemes of English for which Japanese students must
train themselves in order to enable themselves to participate in the World Englishes community. My suggestion is
that practicing phonemes which are not present in Japanese may help learners with their pronunciation, but that
this pronunciation practice will also improve learners’ ability to identify these phonemes while they are listening
to English. I report the results from actual trainings with extracted phonemes, and show the improvements the
students made after a series of training sessions. Finally, I suggest steps that could be further taken in this area of
research.
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